Salt-tolerant varieties
e (Can withstand salinity stress for prolonged periods
e (Can produce 0.5-1.5 t/ha more yield than sensitive varieties
e Have potential to improve and sustain productivity in salt-
affected areas
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Salt-tolerant varieties BINA dhan 8 (right) and CSR 36 (left) planted in the field.
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The Stress-Tolerant Rice for Africa and South Asia (STRASA) What’s in Phase IlI? Released submergence-tolerant varieties under the IRRI/STRASA

project started in 2007. It aims to develop and deliver rice L. project (with the SUB1 gene)
Drought-tolerant varieties

e Yield advantage of 0.5 t/ha under moderate drought

e Yield advantage of 0.8 to 1.0 t/ha under severe drought

e Maintains the same high-yielding ability under irrigated
(control) conditions

e Tolerant of blast and brown spot

varieties tolerant of abiotic stresses, such as:

Released drought-tolerant varieties under the IRRI/STRASA
project

STRASA’s mission in sub-Saharan Africa and South
Asia is to:
1. reduce poverty and hunger, and
2. increase the food and income security of resource-
poor farm families and rice consumers.

STRASA Phasell

In Phase I, STRASA aimed to increase rice yield by 50% in
farmers’ fields affected by abiotic stresses. It also aimed to give
the farmers access to improved varieties and knowledge on
good management practices suitable for new rice varieties.

Field demonstrations for Sahbhagi dhan (left) and Sukha dhan (right)

STRASA Phaselll drought-tolerant varieties.
In Phase Il, STRASA aimed to develop stress-tolerant rice
varieties and disseminate those to at least 5 million farmers in Submergence-tolerant varieties
South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa. e Survive 2 weeks of complete inundation
e Produce 1-3 t/ha more than intolerant varieties when
STRASA is now on its Phase ! affected by short-term submergence

e Retain all desirable characteristics of parent variety +
higher survival and yield in case of flooding

The goal: STRASA products multiplied and upscaled in
participating countries in South Asia and sub-Saharan Africa

TN, ST _
A submerged field planted with Swarna-Sub1 in eastern Uttar Pradesh early
on in the planting season (left), and the same field a few months later (right).




